
 
 
NEED: Approximately 38% in the Clay County School District are on 

free or reduced lunch plans.  These allow children to have 
nutritious meals during the week, during the school year and 
summer. 

 
However, the free and reduced lunch plans do not cover the 
weekends or holidays for these children. 
 
There is no excuse for children in Clay County to go hungry. 

 
PROPOSAL: We propose “Team Backpack” as a program that can help fill 

the gap for these children. 
 
GOAL: To ensure that no child in Clay County goes hungry. 
 
PROCESS: Children on the free and reduced lunch plan will be chosen 

by the school leaders (principal, vice principal, social worker, 
etc.) to receive the backpacks. 

 
 Team Backpack volunteers will provide a child-size 

backpack filled with non-perishable food items suitable for 
children to the school no earlier than Thursday afternoon 
and no later than Friday morning each regular school week 
(allowances made for holiday weeks) to the designated 
official. 

 
Backpacks are filled with non-perishable, non-microwavable 
items.  Food items also do not need to be refrigerated.  
Items included in the backpack such as: 

 Canned chili 
 Canned pasta 



 Canned beef stew 
 Pudding cups 
 Fruit cups 
 Juice boxes 
 Raisins 
 Cereal bars 
 Cereal 
 Soy milk or shelf-ready milk 
 Macaroni and cheese 
 Peanut butter 
 Etc. 

 
There will be enough food in the backpack for an individual 
to have six meals.  This averages out to cost approximately 
$7 per child each weekend. 
 
Children will bring empty backpacks back to the school each 
Monday. 
 
A Team Backpack volunteer will pick up the backpacks on 
Monday or Tuesday to prepare for the next weekend. 

 
QUESTIONS: How many children will receive the backpacks to begin? 

 We are starting with five children at one school to 
begin.  These five will be chosen by the school 
leaders.  The goal is to increase the number 
systematically until all children at all schools in need 
are covered. 

 
Will the backpacks be marked with logos or names? 
 No.  We do not want to harm children by drawing 

attention to them in front of their peers as “hungry 
children.”   

 
How will funding for the food be covered? 
 Initially, the membership of First Baptist Church of 

Orange Park will cover the food costs as part of a 
community offering taken weekly.  Donations may be 
secured and as the program grows, this will be 
readdressed. 

 
What impact does this have on school officials? 
 Our desire is to only impact the school officials in the 

selection process and in the notification of the 
children’s families of the program.  We want to serve 
the schools and the children.  We feel if children are 
fed, they are better prepared to learn. 

 
 



Who is in charge of this program? 
 Our leader and founder is Ashley Tarkington.  Ashley 

is a senior at Fleming Island High School.  Her 
contact information will be made available to school 
leaders.  Daniel Tarkington, a freshman at Fleming 
Island will also be assisting and will be available to 
school leaders.  In the event these individuals cannot 
be contacted by school officials when needed, the 
First Baptist Church of Orange Park becomes the 
point of contact. 

 
When will this begin? 
 Our desire is to begin in October 2010 at Grove Park 

Elementary School. 
 

What about holidays, fall, winter & spring breaks and the 
summer? 
 We are trying to work out all the details, but the plan 

is to provide options for children during these times as 
well.  It may be in the form of backpacks, connecting 
with organizations offering free meals during the 
holidays or other options, as yet unknown.  Ultimately, 
we don’t want children to go hungry. 

 
How long is Team Backpack going to exist? 
 Our desire is until all children in Clay County are fed.  

Initially, we are talking about a twenty year 
commitment.  In truth, it may be unending.  We are 
preparing for that. 

 
CONTACT INFO: Ashley Tarkington 
   Daniel Tarkington 
 

First Baptist Church of Orange Park 
   www.opfirst.org 
   (904)264-2351 

http://www.opfirst.org/

